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Honoring
those who shape
Ohio agriculture

Congratulations to the 2026 Ohio
Agricultural Council Hall of Fame
inductees —visionary leaders whose

commitment continues to strengthen
and advance Ohio agriculture.

©:2026 Nationwide. Nationwide and the Nationwide N'and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual
Insurance Company. GPO-0692A0.3 (06/26)




A Special Message

Ohio’s food and agriculture industry plays an important role in the lives of
all Ohioans in the form of food, jobs, and strong local communities. Ohio
agriculture is stronger than ever, thanks to the dedication and leadership of
individuals who have devoted their lives to the industry.

Today, we proudly celebrate four remarkable leaders as the 2026 Ohio
Agricultural Hall of Fame inductees. These exemplary individuals — John
Grimes (deceased), Lawrence H. “L.H.” Newcomb, Nancy Patterson, and
Sparky R. Weilnau — have dedicated their lives to preserving Ohio’s strong
agricultural heritage, supporting our state’s economy, and contributing to the
continued advancement of agriculture.

We are proud to join the Ohio Agricultural Council in this celebration and
express deep gratitude for the leadership, service, and vision of these
inductees, whose lifelong commitment to agriculture continues to shape the
future of our state.

Warmest congratulations to each of them on this distinguished and well-
deserved honor.

Governor Mike DeWine Director Brian Baldridge
State of Ohio Ohio Dept. of Agriculture

Welcome!

We appreciate each of you taking the time to join us this morning. On behalf
of the Ohio Agricultural Council, it is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to
the 60th annual celebration of agriculture and the Hall of Fame Breakfast.

Each of us who work in the agricultural industry recognize that we “stand on
the shoulders of giants.” That is to say, any of today’s accomplishments are
directly the result of the passion, vision, eflort, resilience and leadership of
those who have come before us.

The Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame Breakfast is but one opportunity to
recognize the impactful legacy of a few of those leaders of Ohio agriculture.
The four Ohioans being honored today have dedicated their lives to the
advancement of agriculture, shaping the very future of our industry and
positively impacting the lives of countless individuals.
A special thank you to the Ohio Expositions Commission, who generously
provides us with this wonderful venue to celebrate and unite our industry.
Thank you also to our amazing sponsors, who help make this event possible.
Please enjoy this morning’s program, and please take the opportunity to enjoy
the amazing Ohio State Fair!
Mike Bailey
President, Ohio Agricultural Council
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Thanks to Our Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors
Nationwide
Ohio Beef Council
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

OSU College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences

Ohio Ag Hall of Fame Exhibit Sponsor

Ohio Expositions Commission

Gold Sponsors
ADA Mideast
Farm Credit Mid-America
Ohio AgriBusiness Association

Ohio Corn & Wheat
Ohio Pork Council

Ohio Poultry Association

Ohio’s Country Journal & Ohio Ag Net

Silver Sponsors
AgCredit Ohio Soybean Council &
Barrett, Easterday, Cunningham Ohio Soybean Association
and Eselgroth, LLP Patterson Fruit Farm
Inspire Shift-ology Communication
Nutrien Ag Solutions United Producers, Inc.

Ohio Farm Bureau Health Plans

Bronze Sponsors

The Andersons, Inc. Ohio FFA/Ohio Ag Ed
Dairy Farmers of America Ohio Association of Foodbanks
Exhibit Concepts Ohio Veterinary Medical Association
Global Impact STEM Academy Wilson National Real Estate
Kroger Wright & Moore Law Co. LPA
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JESSE OWENS

PATRICIA HEATON

If you think these Ohioans are amazing
examples of what Ohio can produce, you
should see how impressive our wines are.

Ohio’s award-winning wines are shaped by the same grit, .
ambition, and talent. With seven wine regions and hundreds
of wineries, you’re probablyless than 20 minutes away from
an Ohio Winery right now. Explore Ohio’s wine scene 'md
TASTE SOMETHING UNIQUELY OHIO

AT UNIQUELYOHIOWINES.COM.

Department of
Agriculture
Visit Debonne Vineyards
Started by proud 2018 Ohio Ag Hall of Fame induictee,
Donniella Winchell’s parents, Rose and Tony Debevc Sr.

Ohio Environmental Council

OVER 55 YEARS
OF ADVOCACY

FOR DECADES, SOMEONE'’S
WATCHED OVER OHIO

Clean air. Clean water. A livable future
for every community. The OEC
protects them all—through advocacy,
accountability, and action.

www.theoec.org

Working together for a clean, healthy Ohio




About OAC

The Ohio Agricultural Council serves as a vehicle through which those interested in
agriculture may work together; a place where members may exchange ideas, strive to
achieve mutual understanding, and where they may coordinate their efforts to provide
a favorable image of Ohio’s agriculture.

Membership in OAC is open to organizations, companies, and individuals who have an
interest in the well-being and promotion of the agricultural industry in Ohio. Annual
dues are $300 for organizations, $25 for organization associates (must be a current
employee, officer; owner or director of an organization member), $50 for individuals,
and $15 for students.

2026 Executive Committee

Mike Bailey, President Mark Bruce, Organization Member at Large
Melanie Strait-Bok, President Elect Sandy Kuhn, Individual Member at Large
Heather McCann, Vice President Janice Welsheimer, Secretary-Treasurer (ex-oficio)

Tadd Nicholson, Past President

Member Meetings Youth Education

OAC holds two meetings per year at OAC has been a proud sponsor of Ohio’s
various central Ohio venues and features 4-H and FFA programs, as well as other
educational and entertaining guest education-related initiatives throughout the
speakers. The meetings are open to years.

members and guests.

Scholarship Program

OAC annually offers scholarships to assist students in pursuing a career in agriculture.
Scholarships are available to high school seniors preparing to enter college or any
undergraduate student currently enrolled in college. Scholarships are selected based on
academic record, leadership qualities, community involvement, references, and responses to
application essay questions. Scholarship recipients are also provided a complimentary one-year
student membership in the Council.
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Congratulations to the 2026
Agriculture Hall of Fame inductees

On behalf of Ohio’s dairy farmers, thank you for
your dedication, leadership and lasting impact
on Ohio agriculture.




Order of Events

Sunrise Reception

Welcome

Mike Bailey, President
Ohio Agricultural Council

National Anthem

All-Ohio State Fair Youth Choir Ensemble
Jon Peterson, Director

Pledge of Allegiance
Edy Solet, 2026 Ohio Fuirs Queen

Ohio State Fair Welcome

Adam Heffron, General Manager
Ohio Expo Center & State Fuir

Invocation

Samantha Bader, President
Ohio State Fuir Junior Fair Board

Breakfast

Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame Ceremony

Dr. Cathann Kress, Vice President for Agricultural Administration and Dean,
College of Food, Agricultural, & Environmental Sciences, OSU

Brian Baldridge, Director
Ohio Department of Agriculture

Rose Hartschuh, Chair
Ohio Expositions Commission

All-Ohio State Fair Youth Band Ensemble
Brian Dodd, Director
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Ohio Ag Hall of Fame

Created by the Ohio Agricultural Council in 1966, the Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame has
now honored more than 260 agriculturists who have dedicated their lives of outstanding
work to Ohio’s number-one industry, agriculture.

Induction into the Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame is Ohio’s highest recognition of an
individual who has made outstanding contributions to the agricultural industry. Each
year, up to four prominent agricultural leaders are honored and inducted into the Ohio
Agricultural Hall of Fame for their superior service, dedication, leadership, and plentiful
contributions to agriculture.

Nomination and Selection

Persons wishing to nominate an individual who they believe deserving of consideration
for induction into the Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame may download a nomination form

by visiting ohioagcouncil.org/hall-of-fame. Nomination forms, along with three letters

of recommendation, must be submitted by March 15, 2027, in order to be eligible for

consideration in 2027.

Three to five OAC members, including a former inductee, are asked to serve as the

Hall of Fame selection committee. In order to retain a high degree of integrity, the
identity of the members of the selection committee is kept in confidence and precautions
are taken to avoid the possibility of an individual serving on the selection committee

more than one time.

2026 Hall of Fame Event Planning Committee

Kayla Barker
Ohio Pork Council

Hannah Carter
United Producers, Inc.

Jim Chakeres

Ohio Poultry Association

Jenny Cox
OSU CFAES AgOne Program

Rebecca Everman
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

Kelly Keirn
Ohio Beef Council

Ashley McDonald

Ohio Proud Program

Shelby Bradford Moore

Ohio’s Electric Cooperatives

Roger Nicol
Darby Creek Farm

Jessica Parrish
Nationwide

Joel Penhorwood
Ohio’s Country Journal & Ohio Ag Net

Lauren Prettyman Brown
Ohio AgriBusiness Association
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Mandi Shirley

Ohio Poultry Association

Gracie Sprague

Ohio AgriBusiness Association

Matt Sullivan
OSU CFAES

Nicole Volk
OSU CFAES ACEL

Janice Welsheimer
Ohio Agricultural Council

Meghann Winters-Rowe

Inspire
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South Central

Power Co.

A Touchstone Energy”
Cooperafi

\

Committed to our
communities.

southcentralpower.com | 800-282-5064
720 Mill Park Drive, Lancaster, Ohio 43130
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from Ohio’s beef farm families

A special tribute to John Grimes, whose
lifetime of dedication, leadership, and
commitment to the beef industry left an
enduring legacy. His contributions and
lasting impact will continue to inspire
generations to come.

O H 1 0 | —

BEEF

I COUNCIL

www.ohiobeeforg | Q@R O @
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Hall of Fame Inductee

John Grimes built a career rooted in production
agriculture, combining hands-on experience as a
seedstock and cow-calf producer with a passion for
helping others succeed. At Maplecrest Farms, he

raised high-quality Angus and Simmental cattle while
continually improving genetics, management practices
and marketing opportunities. Through Maplecrest Meats
& More, he extended that commitment from farm to
fork, connecting consumers with locally raised Ohio beef
and demonstrating the value of quality throughout the
supply chain.

John Grimes Drawing on the lessons learned on his own farm, Grimes
shared practical knowledge with cattle producers across
Ohio through The Ohio State University Extension. A
trusted educator; mentor and industry leader; he helped
strengthen every link in the beef industry by encouraging
excellence in production, profitability and product quality.

G@ OHIO VETERINARY
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

The trusted voice for a strong, infievative veterinary
profession that benefits anim diSpeoplesaned communities.

B
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OHIO AGRICULTURAL COUNCIL HALL OF FAME

CONGRATULATIONS, 2026 INDUCTEES!

Thank you for many years of dedication to the future of agriculture!

[ FFA

The
An?lersons&
CONGRATULATIONS ‘
to the individuals being honored today, EL\
who selflessly give of their time, talent, and ﬂg\ﬁ \
treasure for the improvement of our community. X »\\‘\&

The Andersons is committed to leveraging our core

strengths to become the most nimble and innovative \ ; A
North American ag supply chain company, while 7
continuing to focus on serving our customers, our . /4

ities, and | ] Y,
communities, and our employees “\f";
www.andersonsinc.com & A
4 L Js
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Hall of Fame Inductee

Dr. Lawrence H. “L.H.” Newcomb devoted his career to
preparing the next generation of agricultural educators,
earning a reputation as a true “teacher of teachers.”
During his more than four decades at The Ohio

State University, he inspired and mentored hundreds
of students, always placing their success first and
encouraging them to become leaders in classrooms,
communities and the agricultural industry.

Recognized nationally with honors including the
American Association for Agricultural Education
Distinguished Teacher Award and the National

L.H. Newcomb Association of Agricultural Educators Lifetime
Achievement Award, Newcomb’s greatest legacy lives
on through the students whose careers, and lives, were
shaped by his guidance. His influence continues to
strengthen agricultural education and Ohio agriculture
through the generations of educators he inspired.

Grow Ohio’s Agricultural Workforce

900+ students. Grades 6-12.
Two campuses. 1 mission:

Prepare students for jobs in bioscience fields,
like food and agriculture, environmental

studies, healthcare and energy.
globalimpactacademy.org

Global Impact STEM Academy’s new state-of-the-art Upper
Academy facility, located on Clark State College’s campus in
Springfield, opened in August 2025, with phase two of this
expansion project slated to open in August 2027.

This space will continue to expand opportunities for students
in agriculture and beyond, connecting education with
workforce needs in meaningful ways. If you're interested in
learning more or exploring a potential partnership, contact
founding director Joshua Jennings at 937-328-6600.

Congratulations to the 2026 Ohio Ag Hall of Fame inductees!
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Hall of Fame Inductee

Nancy Patterson has dedicated her life to creating an
informed and engaged public while strengthening Ohio
agriculture through education, outreach and service. As
co-owner of Patterson Fruit Farms and a lifelong educator,
she has helped generations of families and students better
understand agriculture, guided by a deep respect for
Ohio’s agricultural roots and a forward-thinking vision for
its future.

A trusted mentor and servant leader, Patterson has
consistently focused her actions on what would best

serve Ohio’s agricultural community. Through decades of
Nancy Patterson leadership with the Ohio 4-H Foundation, Ohio Expositions
Commission and numerous agricultural and community
organizations, she has championed youth development,
strengthened connections between agriculture and
consumers, and left a lasting imprint on Ohio’s agricultural
landscape that will benefit generations to come.

GROWING LEADERS TODAY,
LEADING OHIO TOMORROW

Oct. 15, | Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center
2026 | Columbus, Ohio Where generatiop

8row, learn

Ofohiofamilies
and lead,

Adults age 21 and over are invited to join us for an
evening of food, celebration, and camaraderie to
support Ohio 4-H youth. Visit go.osu.edu/COY to
purchase tickets or become a sponsor. RSVPs due
by Sept. 24, 2026.

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY .
We sustain life.
EXTENSION
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Honoring an
enduring legacy

From the Nationwide boardroom to the
farm, Sparky Weilnau’s leadership reflects
a deep and enduring commitment to
agriculture. His Hall of Fame induction is a
well-deserved recognition of a remarkable
career and lasting impact.

© 2026 Natlonwd/e. Na‘tlbnwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual
Insurance Company,GPO-0692A0.3 (06/26) E
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Hall of Fame Inductee

Sparky Weilnau built a career rooted in production
agriculture, earning respect as an innovative grain farmer
and one of Ohio’s early leaders in adopting and promoting
no-till farming practices. As the owner of a successful
grain and popcorn operation, he demonstrated how
innovation, stewardship and sound business practices
could strengthen both individual farms and the future of
Ohio agriculture.

Throughout his career, Weilnau has been a thoughtful
advocate for what was best for Ohio’s farmers. Through
leadership with the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation,
Sparky R. Weilnau Nationwide and numerous public service organizations,
he helped shape policy, strengthen agricultural
organizations and ensure farmers’ voices were
represented. His steady leadership and commitment

to serving others have left a lasting impact on Ohio
agriculture and the rural communities it supports.

Congratulations to
the 2026 Ohio
Agricultural Hall of
Fame Inductees

Ohio agriculture is heads and
shoulders above the rest!

N

The Ohio Association of Foodbanks:

H 7 Celebrating 35 years as partners in Ohio’s
0 |0 food supply chain ¢

N\ ASSOCIATION OF

N

FOODBANKS Visit ohiofoodbanks.org to learn more!
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CONGRATULATIONS

2026 OHIO AGRICULTURAL
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES!

Thank you for your lifelong dedication to

advancing Ohio’s agricultural community,

honoring its past, supporting its present,
and building its future.

OHIO SOYBEAN @ OHIO SOYBEAN
COUNCIL « U1V ASSOCIATION




On Behalf Of Farmers National Company,
Congratulations To All Inductees!

Sandy Kuhn, AFM Jay Van Gorden, AFM Steve Herr, AFM

Farm Manager | Real Estate Agent  Area Sales Manager | Eastern Region  Farm Manager | Real Estate Agent
740-209-4177 614-873-4269 810-569-5638
SKuhn@FarmersNational.com JVanGorden@FarmersNational.com SHerr@FarmersNational.com

Farmers National Company, established in 1929, has grown from
a provider of professional farm and ranch management services
to a full-service agricultural company. Its offerings now include:
Farm & Ranch Management; Real Estate Sales & Auctions;
Appraisals; Insurance Services; Consultations for Landowners;
Energy Management; Forest Resource Management; Hunting
Lease Network; Lake Management; and FNC Securities.

This wide range of services positions the company as a
comprehensive partner for landowners seeking to maximize the
value, productivity, and sustainability of their agricultural assets.

=< Farmers
| National
2 Company.

Serving America’s Landowners Since 1929




ON BEHALF OF THE OHIO PORK COUNCIL

TO THE 2026 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

John Grimes Lawrence H. Newcomb Nancy Patterson Sparky R. Weilnau

We applaud you for your dedication to
Ohio’s agricultral community - for
generations past, present, and future.

IQ%RK L il
S Ohiopork.org|OHPork.org




1966:

1967:

1968:

1969:

1970:

1971:

1972:

Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame

Leo L. Rummell — educator and farm writer
Glen H. Stringfield — plant breeder
Louis J. Taber — farm organization leader

Carl R. Arnold — economist and finance expert
David W. Galehouse — seed producer, conservationist and educator
Harry C. Ramsower — agriculture educator

L.P. Bailey — breeder of Jersey cattle

Oscar E. Bradfute — farmer and cooperative leader
John T. Brown — farmer and lawmaker

Howard M. Call — farmer and community leader
C.M. Ferguson — educator and administrator

A.B. Graham — founder of the 4-H club

Perry L. Green — lawmaker and cooperative leader
Henry P. Miller — writer and master farmer
Amos L. Root — evangelist of modern heekeeping
A.P. Sandles — booster of Ohio fairs

Charles E. Thorne — writer and soil scientist
Norton S. Townshend — educator and legislator
Alen Trimble — farmer and sheep breeder
Joseph E. Wing — writer and alfalfa pioneer

Harold Anderson — founder of grain business

Uri T. Cox — farmer and plant propagator

Leon M. Evans — farmer and banker

Lawrence A. Kauffman — teacher and sheep specialist
Forrest G. Ketner — cooperative leader and marketing specialist
Edward H. Knight — farmer and mechanical inventor

Murray D. Lincoln — cooperative founder and agriculture leader
Glen G. Mcllroy — farmer and farm manager

Joseph Oppenheim — teacher and inventor

Virgil Overholt — teacher and drainage specialist

Charles Plumb — educator and administrator

Martin L. Ruetenik — vegetable specialist and innovator
Arthur L. Smith — vegetable grower and industry leader
Howard J. Ziegler — farmer and livestock breeder

Cosmas D. Blubaugh — soil and water conservationist
Edmund Secrest — educator and forester

John A. Slipher — educator and soil conservationist
Samuel S. Studebaker — farmer and farm credit leader

Bryce C. Browning — conservationist and educator
Benjamin Basil Brumley — farmer and cooperative leader
George L. Cooley — cooperative leader and grape grower
Wheeler J. Welday — fruit grower and industry leader
Charles A. Dambach — educator and conservationist
LeRoy Albert Demorest — inventor and beef cattle breeder

F. Edward Seitz — vegetable grower and industry leader
Charles Julius Williard — educator and agronomy industry leader
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"CONNECTION

Powering Ohio’s electric cooperative
communities for the last 90 years.

OHIO'S ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVES

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 4| X

ohioec.org

JON'T MISS IT!

Co-op-focused news, entertaining
features, mouth-watering recipes —
and nearly a million loyal
readers every month.

ohiocoopliving.com




United

mroducers, Inc.

2026 OHIO AG HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

John Grimes ¢ Lawrence H. “L.H.” Newcomb
Nancy Patterson < Sparky R. Weilnau
We are especially proud to honor John Grimes, whose unwavering

commitment to beef producers, education and industry leadership
continues to leave a lasting mark on Ohio agriculture.

Local Markets. National Network.
uproducers.com
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2026 Ohio Agricultural
Hall of Fame Inductees

John Gimes
chww% Fattesson
. It Newscomb

:] oaba.net ﬁ /Ohio Agribusiness Association m [/ohio-agribiz
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1973:

1974:

1975:

1976:

1977

1978:

1979:

1980:

1981:

1982:

1983:

Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame

Wilbur H. Bruner — educator and animal scientist

Max M. Scarfl — farmer and seed producer

Lewis F. Warbington — cooperative leader and humanitarian
Carlos Grant Williams — educator and administrator

Lewis Charles Chadwick — educator and horticulturist
John M. Davis — dairy farmer and industry leader

Earl W. MeMunn — agriculture editor and writer

Douglas Stanfield — educator and farm organization leader

Wayne Brown — marketer and retailer

A.B. Evans — purebred livestock breeder and farmer
Walter R. Krill — educator and administrator
Thomas S. Sutton — educator and researcher

A.7. Baker — marketer and organization leader

Joel S. Coffey — educator and livestock industry leader

John H. Dunlap — farmer and conservationist

John D. Siebenthaler — nursery and landscape industry leader

Walter L. Bluck — educator and farmer

Darwin R. Bryan — youth leader

John M. Grierson — farmer and farm credit leader
Warren G. Weiler — educator and administrator

Max Drake — dairy industry leader

Charles S. Latchaw — farm organization leader

Forest Don Loudenslager — farmer and hog producer
Lottie M. Randolph — agricultural leader and homemaker

Joseph W. Fichter — teacher and lecturer

Elden R. Groves — farmer and communicator

C. Clayton Terrell — grain and livestock farmer
Dwight Wise, Sr — grain, dairy and beef cattle farmer

Leonard M. Bettinger — pioneer in nursery industry
Martin Luther Howell — dairy industry leader
Thomas C. Kennard — innovative environmentalist
Kenneth N. Probasco — agribusiness leader

Beatrice J. Cleveland — 4-H youth leader

Richard H. Kellogg — pioneer in artificial dairy breeding
Robert C. Miller — agri-newscaster and youth supporter
William H. Zipf — agribusiness communicator

Ralph E. Bender — educator and administrator

Harry A. Caton — farm organization leader

Willard W. Ellenwood — orchardist and livestock breeder
Everett G. Royer — farm manager and soybean leader

Roy M. Kottman — educator; leader and innovator
John Sawyer — environmentalist and industry leader
Henry H. Schriver — lecturer and cooperative leader
John M. Stackhouse — government leader and farmer
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1984:

1985:

1986:

1987:

1988:

1989:

1990:

1991:

1992:

1993:

1994:

Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame

Robert P. Hester — farmer and cooperative leader

Ralph A. Howard — vocational educator

Suzanne Macino — government agricultural assistant
Harold L. Porter — government leader and plant specialist

Robert O. Grieser — farmer and conservationist

Cecil H. Robinson — farmer and corn seed producer
Wilbur “Bill” Stuckey — educator and safety specialist
Charles E. Wyckofl — farmer and electric cooperative leader

Wallace Barr — educator and economist

Dale T. Friday — educator and exhibition leader

D.C. Kiplinger — educator, floricultural and organizational specialist
Lawrence E. Kunkle — educator and meat specialist

Samuel C. Cashman — journalist and organizational specialist
Floyd I. Lower — educator and potato specialist

Jacob McQueen — lecturer and soybean pioneer

Frank B. Sollars — organizational and financial specialist

Earl F. Kantner — educator and youth leader

John H. Klippart — author, narrator and organization leader
James M. Lewis — farmer and dairy breeder

Eugene C. Wittmeyer — educator, researcher and horticulturist

Louis Bromfield — author and conservationist

James E. Dougan — educator and vocational agriculture leader
Wilbur A. Gould — educator and food processing leader

Fred H. Johnson — beef cattle breeder and leader

George G. Greenleal — agriculture leader and consultant
Reuben R. Jones — dairy farmer and conservationist
Edward Huber — inventor and industrialist

Homer Price — educator, leader and horticulturist

Roy Battles — agriculture communicator

Shirley A. Brooks — agricultural liaison assistant
Ralph Grimshaw — educator and animal scientist
Oscar Share — educator and leader

Eugene V. Endres — floriculturist and leader

George Gist, Jr — agronomist and leader

Berlin W. Kagy — veterinarian and artificial insemination innovator
William E. Krauss — researcher, leader and administrator

Floyd Heft — soil and water conservationist
Earl Poling — dairy marketer and educator
James Utzinger — educator and horticulturist
Merlin D. Woodruff — auctioneer

Bob Evans — “Sausage King” and environmentalist
Robert Gottesman — wine industry leader
William J. Richards — farmer and conservationist
Dean W. Simeral — lobbyist for rural Ohio
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Mark Wilson | Brandon Wilson | Mike Weasel | Mark Wolfe | James Craycraft
800-450-3440 | www.wilnat.com




Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame

1995: Clarence Durban — conservationist
Clifton Kerns (C.K.) Elliott — agricultural marketer
William D. Fulton — horticulturist
George W. Smidley — inventor

1996: Carl S. Akey — livestock feed industry entrepreneur
Richard Dawson — pork industry leader
Freeman S. Howlett — educator and horticulturist
J. Gordon Riehl — cooperative leader

1997 Arnett J. Gordin — farmer and humanitarian
G. Edwin “Ed” Johnson — agricultural communicator
C. William Swank — leader and spokesperson for agriculture
Vernon L. Tharp, DVM — veterinarian and educator

1998: Richard H. L. Chichester ITII — animal geneticist
Edward Oxley Elliott — livestock marketer and restaurateur
George R. Johnson — educator and animal scientist
Douglas J. Michael — potato grower

1999: Vernon R. Cahill — educator and meat specialist
Ralph Cobey — engineer and farm equipment dealer
Pat Leimbach — author and public speaker
James Patterson — fruit grower and organizational leader

2000: James F. Cavanaugh — dairy industry leader
Charles Ingraham — agricultural economist
Robert E. Jacobson — dairy marketing specialist and educator
Robert D. Scherer — agriculture advocate and cooperative leader

2001: Richard Anderson — agribusiness, retail, processing & manufacturing
Gene Isler — pork breeder and educator
Mark List — agricultural public servant
John Mount — agricultural educator

2002: Herman Brubaker — dairy producer and cooperative leader
William Henry Conklin — dairy marketer
Fred H. Deering — government leader
Richard Hummel — educator

2003: L. Eugene Byers — cattle breeder; veterinarian, legislator
William James Eyssen — horticulturist
Jack C. Foust — cattle breeder and public servant
Bill Funderburg — swine breeder and producer

2004: Shirley Boyd — agricultural youth and women advocate
Wib. H. Justi — youth and organizational leader
John Stevenson — farmer and agricultural conservationist
Esther McDanel Welch — dairy farmer and journalist

2005: Clarence J. Cunningham — extension leader
Neal F. Schirm — Jersey cattle breeder and dairy producer
Robert W. Teater — agricultural conservationist
John D. Weaver — egg production businessman
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2006:

2007:

2008:

2009:

2010:

2011:

2012:

2013:

2014:

2015:

2016:

Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame

William L. Ingalls — veterinarian and educator

Tom McNutt — agricultural communicator and educator
Michael L. Wagner — organizational leader

Paul L. Wright — attorney and educator

Ohio Columbus Barber — agricultural pioneer and industrialist
Linus “Lenny” B. Losh — soil and water conservationist

Tom Price — farmer innovator

Bobby D. VanStavern — business leader

R. Craig Fendrick — Farm Science Review leader
James R. Helt — 4-H youth leader

Donald H. Schriver — dairy industry cooperative leader
William Preston Stalter — green industry leader

A.L (Irv) Bell — swine farmer and agricultural leader

John C. Foltz — government leader

Andrew L. Stevens — agricultural communicator and dairy farmer
Roy Allen Wallace — beef genetic breeding pioneer

Fred L. Dailey — government and agricultural leader

Guy R. Flora — sheep industry leader and producer

Mary Lou Pfeiffer Saunway — farm broadcasting pioneer
Lawrence G. Vance — soil and water conservationist

Edwin J. Carey — poultry farmer

Lester Lynd — fruit grower

Dr. Thomas B. Turner — educator and cattle breeder
Fred Yoder — grain farmer and leader

Dr. Charles W. Lifer — 4-H educator and leader

Dr. Bobby D. Moser — agricultural administration leader
Dr. Donald K. Myers — forage production leader

Micki Zartman — agriculture advocate and educator

Shirley Dunlap Bowser — agriculture advocate and philanthropist
Louis M. “Mick” Colvin — farm manager, brand creator & beef marketer
Bernard J. Scott — agricultural educator and leader

Doug White — government leader; crop and livestock farmer

Bernie Heisner — dairy industry leader

William Hoewischer, Sr — farmer and livestock breeder
Don Ralph — farmer and conservationist leader

John Watkins — vocational agriculture teacher

William Haddad — soil conservationist

Don Loudenslager — farmer and conservation leader
Roy Loudenslager — farmer and environmental steward
Gerald Mast — farmer; soil & water conservation leader

John C. (Jack) Fisher — organizational leader

J. Richard (Dick) Isler — pork industry leader

Keith L. Smith, Ph.D. — extension leader

Tim White — agricultural journalist and conservationist
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TO SUPPORT

—OHIO’S #1 INDUSTRY—

FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE

BY
partnering with local
farms and businesses
TO DELIVER

FRESH

& AFFORDABLE

FOOD

to customers across
the Buckeye State.

WRIGHT & MOORE

www.OhioFarmLaw.com
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Decades of your dedication
We are honored to simply say thank you

From the team at Wright & Moore, congratulations to the 2026 Inductees.




Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame

2017:  Dwight B. Beougher — feed industry leader and educator
Jim Buchy — statesman, public servant, and ag educator
Opal Holfinger — farmer and beefl industry leader
Virgil L. Strickler — Ohio Expo Center leader

2018: Dennis Bolling — cooperative and organizational leader
Connie Spiess Cahill — agriculture advocate and educator
Richard (Dick) Ricker — farmer and pork industry leader
Doniella Winchell — wine and grape industry leader

2019: Bryan Black — farmer and pork industry leader
Charles A. “Al” Holdren — cooperative leader
Lewis R. Jones — dairy industry leader and agriculture advocate
Robinson “Rob” W. Joslin — soybean farmer and advocate

2020: Joe C()I‘nely — agricultural broadcaster and media liaison
Dr. Tony Forshey — state veterinarian and livestock advocate
Larry R. Gearhardt — attorney and industry advocate
Wendell L. Waters — farmer and agricultural leader

2021: Monte R. Anderson, PhD — collegiate agricultural educator
Randy Brown — farmer and pork industry advocate
Timothy Corcoran — farmer and organizational leader
Keith M. Stimpert — soybean and industry leader

2022: Dr. Leon W. Boucher — agricultural educator
Steve Drake — communicator and organizational leader
Lisa Hamler-Fugitt — anti-hunger and agricultural advocate
Duane L. Stateler— farmer and pork industry leader

2023: Kenneth D. Davis — farmer and organizational leader
Terry McClure — farmer and organizational leader
Thomas Menke — livestock advocate and environmental steward
Dr. Don Sanders — veterinarian and educator

2024: David W. Brandt — soils advocate and conservationist
Bill & Janet Butler — livestock marketer and industry leader
Fred Finney — produce farmer and organizational leader
Dr. Raymond A. Miller — agricultural educator and industry advocate

2025: John H. Davis — agricultural educator
Bill Isler — farmer and pork geneticist
John Linder — farmer and industry leader
Steven D. Maurer — government leader
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Inspire.

Inspire proudly celebrates this year’s Ohio Agricultural
Hall of Fame inductees and their lasting impact.

the /aﬂcyl’zt;/ayn'ca/t%.

Inspire brings deep agricultural
experience to every challenge—
delivering strategic marketing,
U.S. AGRICULTURE reputation management, research-
PR FIRM driven storytelling and integrated
Y ) )
By O’Dwyer’s Q .

communications across food
production and farming sectors.

OO D | aboutinspire.com | 614.532.5279




FARMER
FOCUSED

of membership.
Join or renew today.
www.ohiocornandwheat.org




Past OAC Presidents

1964 George Greenleaf 1992-93 Jack L. Heavenridge
1965 Dean Simeral 1994-95 Dick Isler

1966 Karl Kahler 1996-97 Bill Stalter

1967 Charles Whitney 1998-99 Alice Walters
1968 Max Drake 2000-01 Mike Wagner
1969-70 Gerald L. Hiller 2002-03 Keith Stimpert
1971-72 George D. Robey, Jr. 2004-05 Scott Higgins
1973-74 John A. Root 2006-07 Dennis Bolling
1975-76 W.R. Tullis 2008-09 Elizabeth Harsh
1977 Richard Kellogg 2010-11 Tom Schlenker
197879 William Davidson 2012-13 David Barrett
1980-81 Roy Becker 2014-15 Jenny Hubble
1982-83 Paul Slade 2016-17 Jim Chakeres
1984-85 Eugene Endres 2018-19 Hinda Mitchell
1986-87 Wallace E. Erickson 2020-21 Mike Bumgarner
1988-89 John C. Foltz 2022-23 Chris Henney
1990-91 Andrew Stevens 2024-25 Tadd Nicholson

ﬂ

TOWNED.BY: GOVERNED BY HERE FOR:

DAIRY FARMERS

Congratulations to this year’s Ohio/Agriculture Hall of Fame inductees
from the family farm owners of Dairy Farmers of America.

dfamitk.com -

Kent Dotterer | DFA farmer-owner | Rittman, Ohio




HEALTH COVERAGE
DESIGNED TO SERVE YOU.

Explore the Ohio Farm Bureau Health Plans Today

Ohio Farm Bureau Health Plans offer low-deductible options,
comprehensive coverage, and the peace of mind you need to
focus on what matters most.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO APPLY NOW
OhioFarmBureauHealthPlans.org

HEALTH PLANS Opsa




Organization/Company Members

Ag Credit
David White, Kelly Guthrie

American Dairy Association Mideast

Jenny Crabtree, Erin Brown, Scott Higgins,

Tristen Spahr, Madelyn Topp

Barrett, Easterday, Cunningham &
Eselgroth, LLP

David Barrett, Troy Callicoat, Emily
Cunningham, Eli Earich, Carolyn Eselgroth,
Sheena Sjostrand

Beck’s Hybrids

Eric Rife

Cargill

Jill Adelsherger

Cooper Farms

Jim Cooper, Gary Cooper

Dairy Farmers of America

Heather McCann, Larry Griffith
Experience Columbus

Kerri Schultz

Farm Credit Mid-America

Melanie Strait-Bok, Tara Durbin,
Evan Hahn, Lee Herron, Calla Mazzaro,
Cambell Parrish

Farmers National Company
Sandy Kuhn

Farm-to-Power
Sam Roberts

Gerber Insurance
Emily Gerber

Global Impact STEM Academy
Joshua Jennings

Heartland Bank
Matthew Bucklew

Inspire PR Group
Hinda Mitchell, Diane Hurd

Jobs Ohio

Tim Derickson

Kroger

Mark Bruce

Nationwide

Devin Fuhrman, Shawnda Vega
Nutrien Ag Solutions

Steve Emery, Greta Gray

Ohio Ag Ed/FFA

Matt Winkle, Alyssa Bregel, Ryan Curtis,
Katy Endsley, Tom Oglesby

Ohio Ag Net/Ohio’s Country Journal
Ty Higgins, Joel Penhorwood,

Brianna Smith, Dusty Sonnenberg

Ohio AgriBusiness Association
Melinda Witten, Aaron Heilers,

Lauren Prettyman Brown,

Janice Welsheimer

Ohio Association of Foodbanks

Joree Novotny

Ohio Association of Meat Processors
Valerie Parks Graham

Ohio Beef Council

Elizabeth Harsh, Kelly Keirn

Ohio Cattlemen’s Association
Hannah Weymouth, Zane Gross,

Kristen Rappold

Ohio Corn & Wheat Growers Association

Tadd Nicholson, Lucas Crumley,
Gerry Puckett, Kim Schriver

Ohio Corn Marketing Program
Tadd Nicholson

Ohio Dairy Producers Association
Scott Higgins

Ohio Department of Agriculture
Brian Baldridge

If more than one name is listed. the first name is the

Organization represel

ive and the subs
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Innovating
Tradition

Congratulations to the 2026 Ohio Ag Hall of Fame Inductees:
John Grimes, Nancy Patterson, Dr. L.H. Newcomb
and Sparky Weilnau!

Agriculture is changing fast, and the way we communicate about it has to
keep pace. Shift-ology helps agricultural organizations build trust, navigate
complex issues and lead conversations through innovative, science-driven
communication strategies designed to create real impact. Sometimes,
protecting rural traditions requires challenging the status quo.

§bmlﬂ? -0 .lo?gy @8P NATIONAL AG FIRM

'lo ACCORDING TO O'DWYERS
TOP PR FIRMS RANKING

www.shift-ology.com




Organization/Company Members

Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

Adam Sharp, Mike Bailey, Brad Bales, Whitney
Bowers, Kelly Burns, Fvan Callicoat, Adam
Carney, Leah Curtis, Marlene Fick, Chad Endsley,
Rebecca Everman, Tim Hicks, Jack Irvin, Ryan
Matthews, Paul Lyons, Pat Petzel, Julie Schull,
Lynn Snyder, Kelli Stammen, Kelly Warner

Ohio Expo Center & State Fair
Adam Heffron

Ohio Fed. of Soil & Water Conservation
Janelle Mead

Ohio Pork Council
Cheryl Day

Ohio Poultry Association
Jim Chakeres, Jenna Gregorich,
Fuaige Kelly, Mandi Shirley

Ohio Sheep Improvement Association
Roger High

Ohio Small Grains Marketing Program
Tadd Nicholson

Ohio Soybean Association

Kirk Merritt, Julia Brown, Madi Corbi, Taylor
Dill. Kiley Holbrook, Wendy Hovey, Mackenzie
Joseph, Brandon Kern, Barry McGraw

OSU - College of FAES

Dr. Cathann Kress, Amy Ando, Laura Alloway,
Martha Belory, David Civttolo, Graham Cochran,

Jenny Cox, Tim Haab, Doug Karcher, Tracy Kitchel,

Emily Kruse, Andy Michel, Pierce Paul,
Fasha Lyvers, Gary Pierzynski, Scott Shearer,

Jamie Strange, Matt Sullivan, Shannon Washburn,

Chris Zoller

OSU - College of Veterinary Medicine
Dr: Rustin Moore

OSU - Farm Science Review
Nick Zachrich, Gireg LaBarge

Ohio Veterinary Medical Association
Chris Henney

Select Sires, Inc.

David Thorbahn

Select Sires Member Cooperative
Julie Ziegler

Shifteology Communication
Melanie Wilt

Stratovation Group

Cameron Camfield

Union Stock Yards Co.
Bill Butler, .Janet Butler

United Producers, Inc.
Mike Bumgarner; .John Marihugh

Wright & Moore Law Co., LPA
Ryan Conklin, Evin Bachelors,
Kent .Jorgensen

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS.
BUILDING THE NEXT 60.

TH
~602

HALL OF FAME

Scan or Visit =
ohioagcouncil.org/memibership

If more than one name is listed. the first name is the

Organizai ion represe

ive and the sub

names are Associate members.



HONORING A
60-YEAR
LEGACY OF
AGRICULTURAL
EXCELLENCE

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
2026 OHIO AGRICULTURAL HALL
OF FAME INDUCTEES!

Ohio’s egg, chicken, and turkey

farmers thank you for the lasting
difference you’'ve made through
years of leadership, service,

and dedication.

ik
Ohio /3.

OHIOPOULTRY.ORG | OHIOEGGS.COM | OHIOTURKEY.COM
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Living Hall of Fame Members

Monte Anderson, Ph.D.
Irv Bell

Dwight Beougher
Bryan Black

Dennis Bolling
Shirley Boyd

Shirley Brooks-Jones
Randy Brown

Jim Buchy

Bill & Janet Butler
Connie Cahill

Louis M. Colvin

Tim Corcoran

Joe Cornely

Clarence J. Cunningham

Fred Dailey

John H. Davis

Kenneth D. Davis
Shirley Dunlap-Bowser

Craig Fendrick Dr. Don Sanders
Fred Finney Don Schriver

Jack Fisher Bernard Scott
Larry Gearhardt Keith L. Smith, Ph.D.
Bill Haddad William Stalter
Lisa Hamler-Fugitt Duane L. Stateler
Bernie Heisner Keith Stimpert

Al Holdren Virgil Strickler
Opal Holfinger Tom Turner

Dick Isler Larry Vance
Charles Lifer Wendell Waters
John Linder Esther Welch
Gary Mast Doug White

Terry McClure Tim White
Thomas Menke Donniella Winchell
Bobby Moser Fred Yoder

James Patterson Micki Zartman
Tom Price

Don Ralph

Individual Members

Tom Archer

Bernadette B.
Arehart

Amy Jo Baughman
Roger Baker

C. William Bayliss
Melissa Bell

Shelby Brown

Beth Carper
Christina Cooley
Lauren Corry
Cynthia Cunningham
Leah Dorman

Kelly Faas

Glen Feichtner

Liz Funderburgh
Chuck Gamble
Rose Hartschuh
Kendra Heffelfinger
Lowell Hill

Ed Hileman
Haven Hileman
Robin Hileman
Glenn Hoffsis
Leonard J. Hubert
Robert L. Joseph

Sandy Kuhn

Rob Leeds

Doug Loudenslager
Susan Maxwell
Zale Maxwell
Amy McCormick
Kolsen McCoy
Roger Nicol

Elliot Nowels
Vicki Oriens
Nancy Patterson
William Patterson
James Ramey
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Kameron Rinehart
Thomas S. Schlenker
Jane Scott

Ralph Stonerock
Roger Tedrick

Jerry Vance

Adam Ward

Michael Weasel
Chris Weaver

Mitch Welty

Gwen Wolford

Jessy Woodworth
Deborah Young-Bowden
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OAC Scholarships

OAC annually offers scholarships to assist students in pursuing a career in an agricultural-
related field. Six - $1,500 scholarships are available to high school seniors preparing to
enter college or any undergraduate student currently enrolled in college. Applicants or
their parent or legal guardian must be a resident of Ohio.

Scholarships are selected based on academic record, leadership qualities, community
involvement, and responses to application essay questions. Scholarship recipients are also
provided a complimentary one-year student membership in OAC.

2026 Recipients

High School Recipients
Ava Genter - Kansas State University - Agricultural Education
Emma Strickler - The Ohio State University - Agribusiness & Agricultural Communication

Hunter Wellman - The Ohio State University - Agriscience Education

Collegiate Recipients

Lauren French - University of Findlay - Animal Sciences

Luke Jennings - The Ohio State University - Agriscience Education

Margret McGlinch - The Ohio State University - Agriscience Education
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Ohio Made. Ohio Grown. Ohio Proud.

We are PROUD to Celebrate
Ohio’s 2026 Inductees! | OH\QW‘“\“}

cowni”
Made in OB

Today’s Maple Syrup and Hot Sauce
Assortment Provided by Ohio Proud
Partner Companies.

Ohio.Proud.org
@OhioProud
f (@RealOhioProud

Department of
Agriculture LA

YOU HAVE A STORY TO TELL.

CONCEPTS

§uNLocKlN

exhibitconcepts.com
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%2>° ' MID-AMERICA

A LENDER BUILT ON
GOMMON GROUND

WITH FARMERS.

Every operation has a story. As a farmer-owned lending
cooperative, Farm Credit Mid-America is proud to play a
role in it — with loans™ built for farmers, programs like
Growing Forward® that help beginning farmers, and by
returning a portion of our profits to our customers in the
form of patronage**.

LEARN MORE AT FGMA.COM

*Loans subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions may apply.
Farm Credit Mid-America is an equal opportunity lender.

**Patronage is an annual decision made by the Board of Directors to return
earnings to eligible customers. For more information about patronage or
patronage eligibility, visit fcma.com/patronage.
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Congratulations

to the 2026 Ohio Agricultural
Hall of Fame Inductees!

The Ohio State University College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental
Sciences (CFAES) is proud to partner with Ohio’s farmers, agricultural
advocates and industry leaders.

Through teaching, research and Ohio State University Extension, we work
alongside you to advance agriculture, strengthen communities and prepare
the next generation of leaders.

Thank you for your dedication to Ohio agriculture.

One college, three campuses
Columbus ¢ Wooster ¢ Statewide

THE OHIO STATE UNIVE

[ ‘COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL|
&P iND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Scan the QR code or visit go.osu.edu/cfaes-malc to learn
more about the Multispecies Animal Learning Complex.




With a century-long commitment of supporting
Ohio agriculture, Ohio Farm Bureau delivers
tailored resources and innovative solutions that
drive value to the farm and rural community.

v Health Care Solutions
v’ Ag Intelligence & Market Intel
v Legal, Energy & Landowner Resources
v Savings on Nationwide Home,
Auto, and Farm Insurance

Get Started Now: Become an Ohio Farm Bureau
member today and access exclusive resources and value
that you can depend on at OhioFarmBureau.org.



